Immunopathogenesis of hepatitis B e antigen negative chronic hepatitis B infection.
Hepatitis B e antigen (HBeAg) negative chronic hepatitis B represents currently the predominant form of chronic hepatitis due to the hepatitis B virus (HBV) in several parts of the world. In this review, recent data regarding the process of HBeAg negative HBV strain selection during the course of chronic HBV infection are presented and the potential virus and/or host-mediated mechanisms that lead to chronic liver necroinflammation, i.e. chronic hepatitis are outlined.